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Privacy Notice for Powering our Schools Phase 2 Expression of Interest (2026)

	Data controller: 
	Programme and Policy Lead (Energy), GMCA and each local authority appropriate to the school making that request.

	ICO registration reference: 
	Z2751067

	Customer enquiries contact details: 
	officeofdpo@greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk

	Data Protection Officer: 
	John Laurence Curtis


	
1. Who we are
The Greater Manchester Combined Authority (GMCA) is made up of the ten Greater Manchester councils, the Greater Manchester Fire and Rescue Service, and the Mayor of Greater Manchester. We work with other local services, businesses, communities and other partners to improve the city-region. 
2. Summary of the use of the Data
The processing of schools' information is being undertaken as the least intrusive way of acquiring information necessary to decarbonise schools in Greater Manchester, in line with the UK's legislated target of reaching net zero by 2050. 
Data will be collected via a web form hosted on GM Consult, it will be shared directly with a targeted number of schools over email. This will help inform GMCA whether to contact the school's local authority and make direct contact with schools with more information. This then supports the development of a pipeline for the development of Powering our Schools Phase 2. 
3. What information we will collect from you (the purpose and legal basis for processing information) 
We are collecting names and titles, email addresses, school contact information, school type, location information and interest in our programme. 
We are relying on the following condition: Public task - The processing is necessary to perform a task in the public interest or for official functions, and the task or function has a clear basis in law. Article 6 - 1(e). The justification for public task is that the processing of schools' information is being undertaken as the least intrusive way of acquiring information necessary to decarbonise public sector funded schools in Greater Manchester, in line with the UK's legislated target of reaching net zero by 2050). 
4. How we ensure the security of your data
Data will be stored on a system server on GMCA’s premises, which has staffed reception and staff access cards. There are firewalls and internal security in place in line with GMCA systems. All staff are advised not to share passwords and to make sure computers are locked when not attended. For data transfers, there is access protection and standard outlook security arrangements. Local authorities have robust security measures. If data is shared between LAs it is expected that corporate email addresses will benefit from IT processes that prevent scams/hacking.
5. Information retention 
We will retain data for at least the length of the programme, as there may be new iterations, but no more than 5 years or until the data is no longer useful. 
6. Transferring data
All data collected as part of this project will remain in UK. 
7. Data sharing
Data will be shared via email with relevant officers at the following councils: Wigan, Bolton, Rochdale, Oldham, Tameside, Stockport, Trafford, Salford, Manchester and Bury. This allows local authorities to make contact with relevant schools within their district and facilitate the sharing of further information where there is interest. 
8. What rights do individuals have? 
The GMCA must comply with the General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) and the Data Protection Act 2018. 
Under data protection law, your rights include:
· Your right of access - You have the right to ask us for copies of your personal information. 
· Your right to rectification - You have the right to ask us to rectify information you think is inaccurate. You also have the right to ask us to complete information you think is incomplete. 
· Your right to erasure - You have the right to ask us to erase your personal information in certain circumstances. 
· Your right to restriction of processing - You have the right to ask us to restrict the processing of your information in certain circumstances. 
· Your right to object to processing - You have the right to object to the processing of your personal data in certain circumstances.
· Your right to data portability - You have the right to ask that we transfer the information you gave us to another organisation, or to you, in certain circumstances.
You are not required to pay any charge for exercising your rights. If you make a request, we have one month to respond to you.
If you wish to make a request, please contact us at:
Email: officeofdpo@greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk
Post: Office of the DPO GMCA, Churchgate House, 56 Oxford Street, Manchester, M1 6EU
9. How can I make a complaint? 
If you are not satisfied with how the GMCA is using the information we hold about you please contact our Data Protection Officer by emailing officeofdpo@greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk. 
If you are still not satisfied with the GMCA’s response to any request to exercise your individual rights or if you believe that the GMCA is not processing your personal data in accordance with the law, you can contact the Information Commissioners’ Office:  
Post: Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, SK9 5AF
Telephone: 0303 123 1113
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